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Throughout this campaign, our campaign policy has been to share with organizations an overview of the 
Mayor's vision and record on these critical issues, and we're happy to do this with the Citizens Union. We 
look forward to engaging in this process and earning your support. 

Citizens Union Questionnaire Response 
All across America, big money from special interests is dominating our democracy like never before. 
Money from big corporations pours into our elections, often in secret. That affects who runs for office, 
and what they do once they get there. But in New York City, we do things a better way. Our public 
finance system is a national model that makes sure our democracy remains open for all. Because in New 
York, we know that our strength lies in our diversity, and that everyone should have a say in how their 
city is run. 
  
Without the public financing system, I never would be have been elected Mayor four years ago, and I 
might never have been able to run for City Council years ago in Brooklyn. And in such a short period of 
time, we've accomplished: 
• Pre-K for all four-year-olds 
• Crime at historic lows 
• Affordable housing being built at a record pace 
• Paid sick leave for hundreds of thousands of more workers 

This is the kind of real change we can create when we have a city government that is focused on the 
people who live here. 
  
Public financing makes our election system more competitive, more honest, and more responsive to all of 
us. I was proud to participate in the New York City campaign finance system four years ago, and I am 
proud to be the first Mayor in  decades to participate in the system this year. 
  
There is still much work to be done to make our elections more accessible for everyone. And here in New 
York, I have been advocating strongly for reforms that would modernize our election system. 
  
Board of Election Reform 
In the wake of reports of voting issues last year, I proposed major changes to the City Board of Elections 
and pledged $20 million to them to help make this happen. That includes hiring outside operations 
consultants, enhancing poll worker training, establishing a commission to identify failures in our system, 
and creating email and text message notifications for voters, because in 2017 there should not still be this 
much confusion about how to vote. 
  
Election Reform 
The right to vote is a cornerstone of our democracy, but we still have a long way to go in order to equalize 
access to voting. That’s why I’ve been advocating in Albany for a series of bills that would make voting 
more accessible to a wide range of New Yorkers, strengthening civil society and our democratic process. 
These bills would allow early voting in New York and digitize our poll books, basic measures that have 
already been adopted by states across the country. They have already passed the Assembly, but have been 
stalled by opponents of these simple reforms in the Senate. I also strongly support same-day voter 
registration, allowing more people to participate in our democratic system. 
  
Outside of election reforms, our city has made great strides in making sure our city remains accountable 
to our residents. It’s why we’ve worked to strengthen the Civilian Complaint Review Board and improve 
police/community relations. Because people need to have faith not just in how they elect a government, 
but in how that government runs once elected. 
  



The past year has been a true wakeup call for our democracy. But for as long as I am Mayor, I will make 
sure New York continues to move forward in keeping our democracy open, honest and transparent and 
will continue to work to ensure every New Yorker has a say in how their city is run.


