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CITIZENS UNION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

COMPTROLLER 
ELECTION 2017 

 
Citizens Union would appreciate your response to the following questions related to policy 
issues facing the City of New York that are of concern to Citizens Union and residents of the 
City.  We plan to make public your responses to this questionnaire in our Voters Directory, on 
our website, and in other appropriate venues.  Responses to these questions will be one of 
several factors Citizens Union will use to evaluate candidates who are running for office in 
order to determine our “Preferred Candidates” for the primary election and “Endorsed 
Candidates” for the general election.  If you seek our support, we would also need to 
schedule an interview with you as part of the evaluation process.  Please contact us if you 
wish to be interviewed.  We thank you very much for your response. 
 
Candidate Name:  
Julia Willebrand_________________________________________________ Age: 
__84_______ 
 
Campaign Address: 
255  West 84 St, NY, 
NY__10024_________________________________________________________ 
 
Campaign Telephone Number: (    212 -877-5088  ) ___________________ Fax: (       ) 
___________________ 
 
Party Affiliation(s): ___Green Party_________ Campaign Manager Name: 
 Carl Lundgren__________________________ 

Website & Email: WWW.JuliaActivist.info_ Email: 
electjuliawillebrand@gmail.com__________________________________________________
__________ 
 
Education: BA, CUNY;  MA, Teachers College, Columbia U;  Ed.D, Teachers College, Columbia 
U;__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Occupation/Employer (or years in currently held elected office): 

_NA________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

_ 
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Previous Offices and Campaigns: NY State Senate 31 1998,  NYC Mayor 2001, NY NY State 

Comptroller 2006 & 2010,State Assembly 67 2012, NY State Senate 31 

2016,_________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

_  

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee?    YES_x__ NO___ 
Have you completed requisite campaign finance filings? YES_x__ NO___ 
 (Please note: Citizens Union can grant its “Preferred Candidate” or “Endorsed Candidate” 
rating 
 only to candidates we have interviewed.  We will make every effort to interview candidates in  
this race.) 
 
Signature of Candidate: ____________________________________ Date: Oct 1, 
2017________________   
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CANDIDATE QUESTIONS 

 

Please state your position on the following issues by indicating whether you support or 

oppose each.  You may elaborate in the space provided at the end or on additional paper. 

 

1. What is your position on the proposal to consolidate the five 
pension  
boards into one Pension Investment Board consisting  
of appointees from labor and government?   

Support 

2. What is your position on requiring that all pension fund 
trustees have financial or investment experience or academic 
training? 

Support/Support 

3. What is your position on prohibiting pension fund trustees 
from having in the last four years served as a lobbyist, political 
party official, elected official serving the city, fundraiser for a 
city candidate or bundler for one of the appointing authorities 
to the pension boards? 

Support 

4. What is your position on clarifying the city’s lobbying laws so 
that firms and individuals representing firms seeking to do 
business with the city’s pension funds are indeed lobbying, 
and therefore subject to disclosure and other requirements of 
the lobbying laws? 

Support 

5. What is your position on changing the city’s ethics laws to 
explicitly name the city’s current pension boards so they are 
subject to the city’s ethics laws? 

Support 

6. What is your position on providing online, as part of Pension 
NYC in near real time, firms and individuals representing firms 
that lobby the office or the trustees? 

Support 

7. What is your position on codifying in city law Securities  
and Exchange Commission (SEC) rules that prohibit placement 
agents from bundling contributions and subjecting them to 
lower doing business contribution limits? 

Support 

8. What is your position on requiring the current pension funds 
establishing websites that reveal pension board trustees, the 
board’s mission statement, by‐laws, resolutions passed, 
investment performance and links to  
or actual laws, and rules and regulations pertaining to the 
fund? 

Support 
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9. What is your position on public hearings and passage of 
legislation to update restrictions on asset allocation in  
state law so they reflect the Prudent Investor Act or other 
prevailing standards? 

Support 

10. What is your position with respect to eliminating party 
primaries and establishing a non-partisan election system in 
which all candidates and all voters participate in the  
first round and the top two candidates advance to the second 
round?  

Oppose 

11. What is your position on instituting Instant Runoff Voting for 
all citywide offices and for all special elections for city offices? 

Support 

12. What is your position on requiring city agencies to report the 
number of applicants that they register to vote as required by 
current law? 

Support 

13. What is your position on modifying the City Charter to require 
that laws enacted by referendum only be changed through 
approval by the voters?  

Support 

14. What is your position on establishing independent budgeting 
for:  
a.  the borough presidents? Support 

b.  Conflicts of Interest Board? Support 

c.  the public advocate ? Supports 

d.  community boards? Support/Oppose 

15. In November, voters in New York will be asked whether they 
wish to hold a constitutional convention to amend the New 
York State Constitution. What is your position on holding such 
a convention?  

Support 

 

   
 

 
16. How you would define and operate the office of Comptroller? 

________________________________________________________________________As Ne

w York City’s Chief Financial Office I will use the office to  enhance the City’s fiscal health, by 

publishing information on waste, fraud and abuse in all aspects of  the budget with emphasis 

on corporate subsidies and privatized investment recommendations 
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.  ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

17. What would you do as Comptroller to improve pension investment returns? How 
would you limit or reduce costs associated with pension investment fees and 
consultants?   

__ 

Given the fact that the Comptroller’s office employs 760 accountants, lawyers,  financial  and 

technical experts, I will end the budgetary  drain resulting from consulting fees paid to hedge 

funds, etc. At present, there is more than enough Comptroller staff expertise to provide the 

information needed for fiduciary responsible 

investing.  ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

______ 

 
 

18. What is your position regarding managing pension fund investments and the 
appearance of or actual conflicts of interest that can arise from investment firms 
seeking pension business given the corruption scandals surrounding this activity in 
recent years? 

________________________________________________________________________I I 

oppose outside investment consultants. There is no evidence that these consultants enhance 
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revenue returns. In fact there is much evidence that S&P 500 index is a safer and better 

bet. _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

19.  How would you utilize the Comptroller’s auditing power to ensure government 
agencies and the contracts they engage in result in cost-effective quality delivery of 
services? 

____________________________________________________________________________

NYC’s 8 million residents  live in hundreds of ‘communities”. The Comptroller’s office could 

begin publishing monthly reports on audited aspects of community services, For example, 

“How does the cost of a charter schools in a given community compare with the costs of the 

local public school?" This sort of information when published locally will 

enhance  community solidarity. To measure  the quality of delivery of services would  

require information from the  service recipients, i.e, community residents. As an  example, the 

Comptroller’s office by publishing (by community)  easily understood financial statements re 

tax abatements for housing  development would be the first step to a quality measurement re 

affordable housing.  Thus a balance sheet that shows the amount of tax avoidance a developer 

subsidy (which is what a tax abatement actually is) as compared to the  service, i.e, affordable 

housing,  followed by a satisfaction poll of community resident would be a method of 

measuring Quality.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________    
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20. How would you utilize the authority of the Comptroller’s office to ensure the fiscal 
health and integrity of city spending? 

____________________________________________________________________________

All measurement of service efficiency and quality requires citizen input. Citizen’s can only provide 

input with knowledge of costs, etc. Thus the Comptroller’s office will begin a serious effort to 

inform the public on a monthly basis of those financial aspect of city activity the office oversees. I 

will institute  a monthly "Community Review” public information newsletter with a dedicated 

staff.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

21. Do you believe there needs to be improvements to the Comptroller’s role and 
practices?  What changes would you make to the structure or functions of the office? 

____________________________________________________________________________

__I am unfamiliar with the Comptroller office structure. However I do believe the audit power 

is not being used to publicly inform the NYC residents of  problems This is information which 

would be very useful. For example knowledge of how dollars are allocated in the huge NYPD 

budget (25% of the education budget) would help us determine whether the NYPD trained 

officers should be giving summons to MTA fare beaters or other minor public offenses. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 
22. What would you propose to increase the transparency of the Board of Elections in the 
City of New York’s operations and accountability to the city and its voters? 
____________________________________________________________________________

___Electoral reform is a major aspect of the Green Party platform.  A return to multi 

candidate proportional representation (PR) for City council seats (ended in NYC in 1947 by a 

“Proportional Representation system is a communist plot” propaganda campaign) would 

make the democracy third parties hope for a reality.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

 
 
 
 

23. What would you propose to further enhance transparency of the pension funds and 
city spending? How would you create greater disclosure around city-affiliated non-profits that 
are increasingly supplementing the work of city agencies?   
24. See Questions 17 and 19 for response 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

_______

 
24. What would you propose to address some of the structural imbalances in the current 
budget process?p 
________________________________________________________________________I 

don’t know enough about structural imbalances to address this question. However, I’m sure 

some among the 760 Comptroller staff can enlighten me. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  



             Page 10/16 

 

25. What is your view of how the taxes paid by New Yorkers compare to the value that is 
received in City services? Do you believe that taxes should be raised or lowered? To 
the extent you believe taxes should be changed, please provide specific proposals 
about what taxes you would change and what services you would cut, if you didn’t 
raise taxes, listed in order of greatest magnitude. 

____________________________________________________________________________

__End corporate subsidies. Reestablish stock transfer tax and commuter tax. I would not cut 

services except perhaps some of the NYPD budget which over militarizes services.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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26. In FY 2012-13, New York City spent $19.683 billion on pensions and fringe benefits for 
City employees out of a total net budget of $85.239 billion.  What would you do to 
address the growing pension and health care costs borne by the city and New York 
City tax payers? 

 
1. End the hedge fund giveaway in NYC which is sucking $2.5 billion yearly to reward the same 

hedge fund gambling game being played in national financial markets to all citizen’s 
detriment. 

2.  Establish a municipal bank.  
3. pension and healthcare costs are legitimate services. However, the enormous wealth of the 

city’s 1% is undertaxed. Tax the billionaires is my motto. 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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27. Many policy advocates champion the creation of a more diversified economy, and one 
that is less reliant on Wall Street. What is your position on such a plan?  If you support 
it, what would you do to diversify the city’s economy? How would you adjust spending 
in New York City to accommodate the anticipated reduction in tax revenue as the tax 
base shifts to lower paying jobs?  

_ 

NYC can begin diversifying by investing in renewal energy sources. Creating Green roofs, 

installing  solar panels on all 1,000 public schools, enhancing public transportation will 

provide good jobs. 

 A municipal bank in which much of  the city’s  $85 billion yearly budget is passed through will 

fund the infrastructure cost. And all of the above will provide a true program to deal with the 

the climate crisis. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
28. Should controversial social issues be considered when deciding the contents of the 
city’s investment portfolio? 
_________ 

Yes. Absolutely. Norway’s Sovereign Wealth fund has had a socially responsible policy for 

many years. And despite e.g. divesting from anti-union corporations such as Walmart, it has 

had acontinuous excellent return. If the NYC is to deal with Climate Chaos we must begin 

being serious and divesting from fossil fuel corporations. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Comments:  
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
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CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS 
 
As a candidate who presently does not hold elected office, what are your top five campaign 
promises you are making to the voters during this campaign for this position.  
 
If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as 
well as to evaluate your candidacy in the future. 
 
Please feel free to use additional paper if the space provided is not sufficient, and to affix 
additional information such as a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements. We thank you 
very much for your response.   

 
TOP FIVE 2017 CAMPAIGN PROMISES  

1. Establish a municipal bank 

2. Divest the NYC retirement plans from fossil 

fuels._____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Revitalize the NYC education system by ending NYC support of for profit charter 

schools____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Monitor the Criminal Justice Reform Act to ensure reduction of 100,000 adjudicated criminal 

cases__________________________________________________________________ 

5. End the $3 billion yearly corporate welfare/subsidies. 

______________________________________________________________ 

6. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee 

via fax to 212.227.0345 or via email to candidates@citizensunion.org  
Call us at 212-227-0342 with any questions. 
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